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ESSA TIER 1: RANDOMIZED CONTROLLED STUDIES  
 
The U.S. Department of Education designates ESSA Tier 1 as the highest standard for research and 
evidence-based interventions.  Such studies often take years to produce since they require statistically 
significant numbers of participants and a well-established control group. Most online tutoring 
providers have simply not operated long enough to obtain such data and must therefore rely on 
qualitative or correlational case studies. To our knowledge, Brainfuse is one of the only nationally 
recognized tutoring providers to successfully demonstrate effectiveness in multiple ESSA Tier 1 studies. 

 
Los Angeles Unified School District Study: 
 
KEY FINDINGS: The Los Angeles Unified School District Research Unit measured the academic progress 
of students who participated in supplemental educational services such as live online tutoring.   
 
 
 
 

o Math: The average value-added 
score for Brainfuse was almost 
three times as large as the average 
value-added score for tutoring 
providers as a whole. 
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o ELA: As stated in the report, “In ELA, both the medium and high attendance groups had 
average value-added scores that were significantly higher than for the group of non-attendees” 
(Barnhart, 10).  

 

 
 
METHODOLOGY: The third-party research unit compared student-predicted math and ELA scores to 
actual scores through a value-added approach. Any deviation in the score not accounted for in the 
study’s regression model was determined to be the value-added by each tutoring provider. With an 
N=51,254 across many tutoring sites and controlling for confounding factors, this study allowed 
comparisons across grade level, school location, and demographics. Additional analysis compared 
participant scores with non-participant scores and various attendance levels with non-attendance.  

 

 
Colorado Department of Education Study:  
 
KEY FINDINGS: The OMNI Institute prepared a report for the Colorado Department of Education on 
tutoring providers’ effectiveness in raising standardized test scores.  Brainfuse was ranked first in this 
study in math and reading, with a math improvement rate of 30% and a reading improvement rate of 
39.3%. As stated directly in the report: 

 
 

o Math: “Vendors with the highest 
improvement rates were Brainfuse 
One-to-One Instruction and 
Chancellor Supplemental 
Education Services with 30% and 
21.1% improvement, respectively” 
(Omni Institute, 42). 
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o Reading: “Vendors with the highest improvement rates were Brainfuse One-to-One Instruction 
and Advantage Tutoring Services with 39.3 and 33.3% improvement, respectively” (Omni 
Institute, 38). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
METHODOLOGY: Through a controlled study, OMNI used a large dataset (N=3,632) of students across 
multiple locations and grade levels to examine the effectiveness of supplemental educational services 
provided by approved vendors on student achievement. The report compared testing scores in math 
and reading between students who received tutoring services and a matched control group. The 
analysis included improvement rates and the median growth percentile for students served.  

 
Multi-State Effectiveness Study: 
 
For over a decade, Brainfuse has distinguished itself from other providers in terms of efficacy.  
Brainfuse improved student achievement in math, English Language Arts, and science across multiple 
states, grade levels, and demographics through a study completed by a third-party research unit. 
 
KEY FINDINGS: 

 
1. Math: In comparing pre-and post-test results, students increased their scores by an average of 

8.27% after receiving Brainfuse tutoring services. 
 

2. Language Arts: Comparing pre-and post-test results, students increased their scores by an 
average of 3.86% after receiving Brainfuse tutoring services. 
 

3. Science: In comparing pre-and post-test results, students increased their scores by an average 
of 19.55% after receiving Brainfuse tutoring services.  
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METHODOLOGY: The Study measured student performance from 2018-to 2021 in twelve urban and 
rural school districts throughout the country:  
 

o Anne Arundel County Public Schools, MD 
o Baltimore County Public Schools, MD 
o Broward County Public Schools, FL 
o Chicago Public Schools, IL 
o Columbus City Schools, OH 
o Fort Bend Independent School District, TX 
o Houston Independent School  District, TX 
o Los Angeles County Public Schools, CA 
o Mukilteo School District, WA 
o New York City Department of Education, NY 
o Sacramento City Unified School District, CA 
o San Francisco Unified School District, CA 

 
Between 2018 and 2021, students from the above school districts accessed Brainfuse tutoring, tests, 
and content from library, school, and municipal portals via Brainfuse subscriptions.  Students took pre-
and post-tests in the respective subject areas and received Brainfuse online tutoring intervention 
services between their pre-and post-tests. The results above indicate the average percentage score 
increases in the respective subjects when comparing pre-and post-test results.  
 

Student Satisfaction: 
 
A related, qualitative measure of effectiveness is student satisfaction. At the end of each tutoring 
session, students submit post-session surveys. The following table summarizes student survey 
responses for the past ten years:  

 

POST-SESSION SURVEY 
    Were you satisfied with this session? 98% 

    Would you recommend this service to a friend? 97% 

    Did this service help you complete your assignment? 96% 

    Is this service helping you improve your grades? 86% 

    Is this service helping you be more confident about your school work? 97% 
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